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COUNTRY Bulgaria REPORT NO. _ 25X1A -

SUBJECT Military Instellations DATE DISTR. 30 July 1953
in Elkhovo Area .
2EX1A NO. OF PAGES L

DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE,

THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE,
(POR KEY SEE REVERSE)

SOURCE:
25X1X

aine of Fortifications

1. A %ino of fortifications extends between Elkhovo and Fakiya (N 42-12,

E 27=04).
(A sketoh based on a free-hand drawing made by informant sand showing
these fortifiocations is included as Appendix A on page 4).

2, Tiring positions are looated at 20 to 4O meter intervals, snd are 60 x 40
- oentimeters in size., (See Figure #1, Appendix B on page 5), '

3. The fortification line 1s 1,2 meters wide at the top, 50=60 centimeters
wide at the bottom, and 1.2-1.3 meters deep, The turns in the fortification
line are at 15-20 meter intervals, A "few' fortifioation lines are 1.,
meters wide at the top, 60-70 ceniimeters wide at the bottom, and 1.2-1,3
meters deep, with turns at 1520 meter intervels., (See Figure #2,
Appendix B on page 5).

4+ The personnel shelter No, 1, with room for five-six persons, has walls
constructed of pine, and rafters of beech covered with earth, (See
Figure #3, Appendix B),

5. Heavy machine gun posts, situated at strategic points 100-400 meters apart,
are bullt of stone 30-40 centimeters thick, or of brick plastered with
cement, These posts are open on top. (See Figure #5, Appendix B on page 5).

6. First-aid stations are 1.2-1.3 meters deep, and have earthen walls., (See
Figure #6, Appendix B on page 5). '
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German-Made Heavy Machine Gun Nes@g

German-made heavy machine gun bunkers are bullt of reinforced concrete,
and have an outer diameter of 5-6 meters, and an inner diameter of

2-2,5 meters. The roof is 1.6-1.8 meters thick. The bunkers are
1.5-1.8 meters high, and extend 1.5-2 meters underground. "Most" of the
bunkers are surrounded by a barbed wire entanglement 7-8 meters wide and
40-50 centimeters high.

(A sketch based on a free-hand drawing of informant and showing these
mechine gun nests is included as Appendix C, on page 6).

Heavy Mechine Gun Nests

The heavy machine gun nests have wells of concrete faced brick 30-40
centimeters thick, and roofs of besch rafters covered with earth., The
embresure, inner dimensions 40-50 x 30=40 centimeters, 1s of reinforced
conorete, The nests are placed to protect roads and dominating points
in the area. They are connected with the main fortification lines by
spur fortification lines,

(Alsketch besed on a free-hand drawing made by informant, is included
es Appendix D on page 7).

Yortar Emplacepents

Mortar emplacements for two to five mortars are constructed with the
same general plan as the heevy machine gun emplacements, All the mortar
emplacements have the same dimensions, with a stone foundation of

40-50 centimeters and walls of 35-40 centimeters thick. Adjacent
emplacements are placed at 7-8 meter intervals., The over-sll length of
& S=mortar emplacement is 40-50 meters. The portion of the emplacement
line above ground is shown in Figure #3, Appendix E. The entrances of
the underground sections (ses Figure #2, Appendix E) are coverad with
erched brick roofs which are covered with cement and 4-5 centimeters of
earth, The underground portions of the line (see Figure #1, Appendix E)
have wooden rafters covered with 80-90 centimeters of earth, "Some" of
the emplacements have personnel shelters at both ends of the line,

(A sketch based on a free-hand drawing made by informant and showing
these mortar emplacements is included as Appendix E on pages 8,9, and 10),

antdtenk Oup Emplecenments

The portion of the emplacement above ground is shown in Figure #1,

Appendix F. The foundations are 40-50 centimeters deep depending on

the terrain, and built of stone., The brick walls are 50 centimetera

thiok. Prior to 1952, roofs were mede with 30-40 centimeter thick wooden
rafters, bradded together, and covered with approximately ons:meter of

eerth, In 1952, arched brick roofs covered with earth were built, (See
Figure #2, Appendix E). Later in 1952, roofs were built of 30-35 centimeters
reinforced oconorete covered with 1-1.2 meters of earth, Thers are no gune
currently in position, :

(A sketch baped on s free-hand drawing made by informent and sh3wing these
entitenk guns emplacements is included as Appendix F on pege 11).
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thg;xg&;on Pos;g

Pletoon commenders' observation posts are placed on high land, and have
an arched brick roof covered with 50-60 centimeters of earth, and wells
30-40 centimeters thick, (See Figure #1, Appendix G on page 12).

Except for size, company commenders' observation peints (see Figure #3,
Appendix G) have the seme construction as Figure #1, Appendix G, -

Bersonnel Shelters

The personnel shelters have walls 40-50 centimeters thiok, and arched
brick roofs covered with 11,2 meters of earth, The shelters can
scoommodate 15-20 persens, (See Figure #2, Appendix G on page 12).

Special Observatlon Pot

A special observation post, built in 1941, is located 2-3 kilometers
east of Malko Sherkovo (N 4206, E 26-49). The post has walls and &
roof of reinforced concrete 40-50 centimeters thick, and is not
covered with earth.

(A sketch based on a free-hand drawing mede by informant and showing
this post is included es Appendix H on page 13),

There are five road blocks on the Knyezhevo-Srem (N 42-04, E 26-29) road,
The permenent blocks are built of stone end cemsnt, and the moveable
barrier is looated on & 500-600 x 200-250 x 20-30 centimeter cement
pletform.

(A sketch based on & fres-hend drawing made by informent and ehowing
these road bloocks is inoluded ae Appendix I on page 14). N

None of the fortifiocations, antitank, heavy mechine gun or mortar
enplacements are manned at present,

2sx1a 1. [
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